
OFFICE OF CMLIAN DEFUSE
CIVIL AIR PATROL

NATIONAL HEADQUAR~
WASHINGTON, MARCH ~, 1942

O I~T IONS O~ FOR FL IGHT ~ t lSS IONS

i .  G e n e r a l

O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a u t h o r i z i n g  a l l  fl i g h t
m i s s i o n s  u n d e ~ e n  a s  p a r t  o f  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  a c t i v i t y .  I t  i s
p o r t a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  s u c h  o r d e r s  b e  c l e a r,  c o n c i s e ,  a n d  c o m p l e t e
t o  p r e v e n t  c o n f u s i o n .  T h e  b a s i c  p r o c e d u r e  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  i s  s e t
f o r t h  h e r e w i t h .

2 .  T e x t

T h e  t e x t  m a t e r i a l  t o  b e  u s e d  i n  t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n
i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .

3..Distributi....__....._~

C o p i e s  o f  t h i s 4  D i r e c t i v e  w i l l  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f
fou r  cop ies  pe r  Headquar te rs .

4 . R~u i remen t

A l l  C o m m a n d ,  S t a f f  a n d  F l i g h t  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e
t h i s  c o u r s e .  I t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  a l s o  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h
t h e  t e x t .

5 . I-st ruction Proo.e.d..ur.e

A f te r  each  member  concerned  has  read  and  tho rough ly  unders tood
t h e  t e x t p  a  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  f o r  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w h i c h
w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  d e t a i l s  o f
procedure.

BY Com~ad of Major General CURRY=

C o l ~ ,  A i r  C o r p s
Tr a i n i n g  &  O p e r a t i o n s  O f fi c e r
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~RATION~ ORDERS FQR FLIGHT MISSIONS.

O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r s  a r e  t h e  c h a n n e l s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  o r d e r s  f o r
o n e  o r  m o r e  fl i g h t  m i s s i o n s  a r e  t r a n s l a t e d  f Te l  p l a n  ' ~ .  p r a c t i c e .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  o r d e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  r e c o r d  a n d  g i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  A s
s u c h  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  u n n e c e s s a r y
d e t a i l s  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  s p e c i fi c .

2 .  F o r m

A t t a c h m e n t  A s h o w s  t h e  b a s i c  f o ~  i n  w h i c h  O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r s
w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d .  A t t a c h m e n t  B  s h o w s  t h e '  s h o r t  f o r m  w h i c h  m a y  b e  u s e d
b y  S q u a d r o n s  f o r  r o u t i n e  t r a i n ~  m i s s i o n s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  o n e  d ~ y.  A t t a c h -
ments C,  D,  E and F are sample Operat ions +Orders.

3 . N u m b e r i ~

Opera t ions  Orders  w i l l  be  numbered  consecu t i ve l y.

4 . Contents

E v e r y  O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r  s h o u l d  e x p ~ w h o ,  w h e n ,  w h e r e ,  w h a t
and bow.

% .  W h o z  U n i t s  o r  p e r s o n n e l  a n d p l a n e s ~ t d ~ w i l l  e x e c u t e  t h e  m i s s i o n .
U n i t  n u m b e r s  w i l l b e  u s e d ,  i . e .  W i n g  8 1 ,  G r o u p  8 1 5 ,  S q u a d r o n  S l S - 3 ,
F l i g h t  8 1 5 - 3 B .  P l a n e s  w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o b y N C  n u m b e r s ,  i . e . ,  N C  I i i i
n o t  A e r o n c a  N C  1 / 3 1 .  I n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e
O r d e r  b y r a n k ,  i n i t i a l s  a n d  l a s t  n a m e  ( p r e f e r a b l y  w r i t t e n  i n  c a p i t a l s ) .
G i v e n  n a m e s  w i l l  b e  s p e l l e d  o u t  i f  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  o n f u s i o n .  F o r
example, Squadron Commander MALTA. Use FRANK SMITH and FRED SMITH te
d is t i ngu ish  be tween  two  F.  SMITHS.

b .  ~ h e ~  D a t e  a n d  t i m e  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d e p a r t u r e  a n d
r e t u r n  O f  t h e  m i s s i o n .  T h e  d a t e  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n s t e a d  o f  t e r m s  s u c h  a s  l
" t o ~ . ,  " t o m o r r o w " ,  " W e d n e s d a y " .  W h e n  g i v i n g  a  t i m e  o f  d a y  u s e  t h e  2 4
h o u r  c l o c k ,  i . e .  3 " 1 0  P. M .  i s  1 5 - 1 0 .  O p e r a t i o n s  , O r d e r s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  u n i t s
m a y  o m i t  t i m e  f o r  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  r e t u r n .  O r d e r s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s
w i l l  e i t h e r  g i v e  t h e  t i m e  f o r  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  r e t u r n  o r  e l s e  s t a t e  s u c h  t i m e s
w i l l "  b e  a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d i s c r e t i o n .  D e p a r t u r e  t i m e  i s  t h e  t i m e  o f  T 4 k e -
o f f .  T i m e  f o r  r e t u r n  i s  t h e  t i m e  o f  l a n d i n g .

c .  - W h e r e t  T h e  r o u t e  o r  r e g i o n  t e  b e  fl o w n  o v e r .  G e n e r a l  t e r m s  m a y  b e
u s e d  s u c h  a s  " X - v i l l e  t o  Y- v i l l e " .  M a p  c o o r d i n a t e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i f  a c c u r a t e
i d e n t i fi c a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d .  S p e c i fi c  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  r o u t e  w i l l  b e  o m i t t e d

2 7 1 9 k



T r a ~  D i r e c t i v e  N o .  1 5

s ince the  p i lo t  iS  respons ib le  fo r  avo id ing  danger  areas.  Names o f  p laces
w i l l  b e  p r i n t e d  i n  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s .

d .  Whats  Descr ip t ion  o f  the  miss ion inc lud ing necessary  precaut ions  and
object ives.

e .  Howz Descr ip t ion  o f  ac t ion  to  be taken or  procedure  to  be used.  ~hen
standard methods of action and standard proeedttres~ are adopted they will
be  re fer red to  as  P lan A,  P lan B,  e tc . ,  to  save wauecessary  repet i t ion .
Yor example: "Plan B wi l l .  be used in taking ootmter saboteu~ act ion."

6 . Individual Orders

Individuals wi l l  not be named in Operat ions Orders applb~ug to
Groups or Squadrons but wi l l  be named when such orders apply to a Fl ight or
to  ind iv idua ls .  In  t~ Is  case the  names o f  p i lo t ,  c rew members ,  passengers
and the  NC number  o f  the  p lane in  ~  each person wi l l  go  are  ind ica ted.

7. Emez~zency...Precedur, e

In an emergency, Operat ions Orders ma~ be transmitted verbalS,
by  te lephone,  te legraph or  o therwise .  However,  in  tha t  event  a  confirming
Operat ions Order wi l l  be prepared as soon as pract ical  together with a
brief  paragraph explaining the emergency.

8. Issuance

Operat ions  Orders  w i l l  be  issued on ly  by  du~ const i tu ted author i ty.
Th is  w i l l  be  the  Un i t  Opera t ions  0 ffioer,  o r  h is  deputy,  represent ing  the
Uni t  Commander.  Such de legat ion  o f  au thor i ty  w i l l  no t  re l ieve the  Un i t
Commander of responsibi l i ty for issuance of proper Operat ions Orders. Fl ight
missions undertaken by Command and Staff personnel (inoludiDg the Operations
Office~) wi l l  require Operat ions Orders in the same manner as those of other
fl i gh t  pe r sonne l .

9 . D i s t r i bu t i on

T h e  o r i g i n a l s  o f  i t s  O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r s  w i l l  b e  fi l e d  i n  ~ r i c a l
sequence by each Headquarters. One copy of each order wi l l  be distr ibuted
as fo].~ws:

a. TO each Unit and when neeeSsaxT to each Pilot named in the
o r d e r .

b . Attached to the Operat ions Order received from a higher unit
in compl iance with which the or iginal  was issued.

e. To o ther  organ iza t ions  when neoessa~ ~r  the i r  in format ion .

276SL~
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10. ~eference

A n  O p e r a t l o n s  O r d e r  i s s u e d  i n f ~ i l l m e n t o f a n o t h e r O p e r a t i o n s
O r d e r  w i l l  r e f e r  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  a n d  i d e n t i f y  i t  c l e a r l y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
Squadron  Opera t ions  Order  may  s ta te :  Re fe rence  Group73  Opera t ions  Order
N o .  6 5 .  A G r o u p  O p e r a t i o n s  O r d e r  m a y  s t a t e :  R e f e r e n c e  A i r  F o r o e  O r d e r
N o .  9 7 6 .  I f  t h e  o r d e r  o r l g l n a t e s w l t h t h e  U n i t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i s
g l v e n a s  " N o n e " .

2759~



Tr a i n i n g  D i r e c t i v e  N o .  1 5 - 5 -             3 1 6 1  

ATTAChmenT A

BASIC FORM FOR 0P~ATIONS ORDERS

( M a t e r i a l  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  v a r i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c a s e s .  O t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i s  s t a n d a r d )

CIVIL AIR PAT~0L
H e a d q u a r t e r s  ( C l a s s  o f  u n i t )  ( N u m b e r  o f  U m i t )

OP~ATIONS 0RDE~)
NO.  (Number ) )

( L o c a l i t y  a n d  s t a t e  w h e r e
orde r  was  i ssued)

(Da te  o f  o rde r )

(Body  o f  o rde r.  Number  each  pa rag raph .
L a s t  p a r a g r a p h  w i l l  g i v e  m a l e s  o f  p c r -
somnel  and NC number of  p lanes when
p e r t i n e n t . )

By  Order  o f  (Name and  t i t l e  o f  U~ I t  O~ama~der )z

D i s t r i b u t i o n .

Reference.

( S i g n a t u r e  o f  O p e r a t i o n s  O f fi c e r )
( N a m e  a n d  t i t l e  o f  O p e r a t i o n s  O f fi c e r )

( N u m b e r  o f  c o p i e s  B e n t  t o  v a r i o u s  u n i t s .  U n i t s  a r e
d e s c r i b e d  b y  n t ~ b e r .  I n d i v i d ~ a l p L l o t s  a r e  n a m e d . )

(Name o f  Un i t  and  Opera t ions  0 rde rn~mberumder  wh ich
t h i s  o r d e r  i s s u e d  o r  e l s e  w o r d  " N o n e . . )

2 7 6 9 ~
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Examp le  o f  sho r t  f o rm o f  Opera t ions  Orders

CIVIL ATRPATROL
Headquarters Squadron 769-2

OPERATIONS 0RD~)
~ o .  6 6  )

Z - ~ L E ,  N ~ R A S K A
MAY 8, 19~2

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  fl o y d :

Date5/81m
5/8/m

s/9/&

plane No.
NC2112

NO3114

NC2112

NC4115

Crew
A.  Smi th

~ , J o n e s
K . B r o w n

A .  Smi th
C.  Ken t

D. Green
E.  F rank

Dut~
P i l o t

P i l o t
Observer

P i l o t
Check  P i l o t

P i l o t
Observer

M iss ion
l i g h t  t r a i n i n g

l i g h t  t r a i ~
M i s s i o n  #  l O

l i g h t  t r a i n i n g
Miss ion  #  i - -

- v i l l e  t o  O m a h a
a n d  r e t u r n

Take
o f f

10:00
Land
12:00

13:20

9:30

14:oo

B y  O r d e r  o f  S q ~ d r o n  C o ~ n d e r  WA l l a C E :

I S / 8" Thomas
S. TH~r~AS
O p e r a t i o n s  O f fi c e r



Tra in ing  D i rec t ive  No.  15

Example of W~ Operat ions Order

CIVIL AIR PATROL
Headquarters Wing 73

OPERATIONS 0RI~R)
NO.    18     )

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
FEBRUARY 15, 1942

1.  a .  Group 739 wi l l  p rov ide an observat ion  pat ro l
along the Missouri  River from Kansas City %o Jefferson fr~n
February  25th  unt i l  fu r ther  not ice  dur ing  day l igh t  hours .

b . Sabotage ac t iv i t ies  w i l l  be  watched for.

2.  Al l  Squadrons in Group 739 wi l l  have completed
format ion  t ra in ing  fl igh ts  by  March 15,  1942.

By Order of Wing Commander ROEs

John Doe
~HN D0E
Operat ions Officer

2769b
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Example of Group Operations Order

CIVIL AIR PATROL
Headquartore Group '739

0PERATIINS ORDER),-.. .....-  . S o .  : 6  )
SMITHVILLE,. MISSOURI
~ ~  1 8 ,  1 9 ~

i .  a .  S q u a d r o n  T ) 9 - 1  w i l l  fl y  a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  p a t r o l
along the Missouri  River from Kansas Ci~ to Boonvi l le from
F e ~ ~ t h  ' u n ~  f u r t h e r  n o t i o e .  T h i s  p a t r o l  w i l l  b e  m a d e
du r~  ~ l~h t  hou rs .

b . P lan B.  w i l l  be  fo l lowed . in  event  sabotage is
d iscovered.

2 .  a .  Squadron 7~9-2  w i l l  f~7  an observat ion  pat~o l
a lone the  Missour i  R iver  f rom Boonv i l le  to  Je ffe rson Ci ty  f rom
February  25th  unt i l  f~ r ther  not ice .  Th is  pat ro l  w i l l  be  made
d u r i ~  d e l i g h t  h o u r s ,

b . P lan B.  w i l l  be  fo l lowed in  event  sabotaEe is
disoovcred.

........  ...... 3, ~ua~l.'con 739--5 ~ ~s.rz7 out a ~,s.inix~ fl.tcht
in formation,,  fTom: Xvi l le to Fayette and return on March I .

4. Squadron 739-6 will carryout a traini~fl~htin
f o r m a t i o n f r o m ~ v £ ~ e  t o  Va n B u r e n a ~ d ~ e t u r n o n M a r o h l .

I~ Order Group Commander JONES:

Dis t r ibu t ion :

Referenoez

I s / John Z. Doe
i ,  i  J , |  i  |

~OHN K. DOE
Operat ions Officer

I OOl~r to Squadrons 739-1, 739-2, 739-5, 739-6

Wing Operations Order No. 18
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A TTACI~IE~E

Example of Squadron Operations Order

CIVIL AIR PATROL
Headquarters Squadron 739-5

OPERATIONS ORDER)
N O .  2 5  )

X-VIIJ~, MXSSOURX
FEBRUAI~ 20, 19~2

1 .  a .  F l i gh t s739 . -SH ,  739 - -5A ,  739 . -5B  w i l l  fl y~u
Squadron fo rmat ion  f rom X-v i l le  to  Fayet te  s tar t ing  a t  10 :00
March 1st.

Fayette.
b . The  re tu rn  fl i gh t  w i l l  s t a r t  a t  14 :00  f r om

2.  Personne l  and p lanes used wi l l  be  as  fo l lows:

F L I O H T          0 B S E R V  
H *Squad. Com. JONES D. BROWN

B, KEEN E. ROBINSON 2222
C. DUHCAN F. WILLIAMS 3333

H .  ~  L .  R U T L A N D
J. BOSTON M. WALTERS 5555
K. ROBINSON N. COHEN . 6666

A. ROI//NS D. MATHEW 7777
B. CARTER E. TRAVlS 8888
C. ELLIS F. SMITH 9999

By Order of Squadron Coznander A. J~ESl

/,,/ ,      s. ssi 
B. SMITH
Operat ions Officer

Dis ta ' lbu t ion :  3  cop ies  each F l~hts  H,  A,B

Referencel    Group Operations Order No. 16

*Abbreviation for squadron Commander

lTit' i
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ATTACHMENT _Y

Example of Squadron Operations Order

CIVIL AIR PATROL
Headquarters Squadron 529-4

OPERATIONS ORDER)
N O . ~ +  )

Z-VlLLE, I~DIANA
FEBRUA~ 26, 19&2

I .  P i lo t  A .  WALLACE Wi l l  take o f f  a t  8s30 March le t ,
fly  to  Ch icago Munic ipa l  A i rpor t  w i th  doeuaents  and re turn  a t
his discret ion on March 2.

2 . Personnel and planes used ares

CREW NC.

A. WALLACE NONE 88"/7

By Order Squadron Commander MAY s .

,  K , ,  Jones  ,
K. JONES
Operat ions Officer

D i s t r i bu t i on :

Reference-

1 oopy Pi lot  Wal lace

None


